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Welcome, haere mai to the Waikato Society of Arts, Term 3 Newsletter.

Matariki marks the start of the Maori New Year. Signified by the Matariki cluster of stars reappearing in our night sky, this
is a time to reflect on the past year, celebrate the present, and plan for the year ahead. As part of this celebration, four of
our children’s classes currently have an exhibition in our Next Level Gallery recognising Matariki and how they see this
significant celebration. The care and effort that has gone in to their work is commendable and a delight to see, please
come and take a look.

Our Art School, term 2 is coming to a close and the two week July School Holiday Programme, run by experienced WSA
tutor Paulette Bruns, for 5 to 12 year olds is filling up quickly. In addition to this, 13 to 17 year olds can participate in a
workshop on Sculpture and 3D Character Design over 4 days. This is being run by our talented tutor Anya Gladstone-
Gallagher. We also have a one off morning where we are running a programme for 19 children from the Nepal New
Zealand Waikato Friendship Society (NNZWFS). We are excited to have this new connection in the community and hope
we can learn more from each other.

We are donating materials that we no longer use in our programmes to another July school holiday project, for 30
children and 10 volunteers, being run by the Refugee Orientation Centre. If you have any paints, paper, brushes or craft
items you no longer need please drop these into the WSA by July 13th and we will deliver these to the group in one lot.

The 2022 National Youth Art Awards entries have closed and again we saw a record number of young artists enter from
throughout Aotearoa. The reach of this award is expanding and it is exciting to see the depth of skill we have in all
regions, from individuals, schools and tertiary institutes. The effort and encouragement that comes from parents and
teachers is fantastic. From the 295 entries received, Judges, Helen Dowling and Daron Parton have chosen 47 finalists.
The Opening and Awards evening will be held on the 4th of August at 5.30pm at the Wintec X block gallery on Alexandra
Street. This partnership with Wintec allows us to pass more of the sale proceeds on to the artists, which is another
benefit for them. Thanks to our incredible sponsors, this award is now in its thirteenth year and is not looking back.
Please come along and support these artists and share in their pride and excitement of having their work exhibited
alongside their peers, in a gallery.

We are currently calling for entries into our annual Members exhibition held in the ArtsPost galleries. This will be a
selected exhibition with a maximum of 100 works being displayed. Entries close on the 11th of August and the Opening
will be held at 5.30pm on the 8th of September.

While you're out and about in Hamilton, make sure you take some time to visit Mavis and co at Rototuna and see the
beautiful art on display from some extremely talented members. This is another avenue for these artists to sell their
work, gain exposure and keep a much higher percentage of their sales to put back into their art careers. Support our
local Waikato artists and as members you are continuing the WSA's vision of ‘Fostering creativity and growth of visual
arts’.

The Executive have some exciting projects in the pipeline, as they are finalised we are looking forward to sharing these
with the membership, students, exhibitors and friends of the Society. The AGM will be held on the 26th of October at
6pm, at the WSA. Further details will be emailed.

Stay warm, keep well over these colder months and we look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming events.

Heoi and taku mo naianei






