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Happy New Year and welcome to our Term 1, 2022 Newsletter.

We are changing the frequency of the newsletter to quarterly, to coincide with the school tern
Any exhibition, class or events that are in between these and did not make it into the newslgit
be sent out as a flyer.

Term 1 art classes are starting on February 14, 2022. Bookings are still available. In the Red
setting we will have 1 metre spacing, contact tracing, only fully vaccinated students and staff,
wearing and ask that @nyone is sick to please stay home. We will have to be flexible as we he
learnt to be over the past two years around attendance and class times being moved around
for any absenteeism by tutors and hope that you will all assist us with ¥higiag situation.

Our National Youth Art Awards for 2021, are on Februatyat@l the exhibition is open to all fronr
the 11" through to the & of March. The Awards will be an invitation only evening as we are lin
to a capacity of 50 peopl@his wil really only give us the ability to have the sponsors, judges,
committee, finalists and maybe 2 family members or their teacher at the Awdrdsope you will
support this exhibition and the talented group fofty seven,13 to 25 year olds who have bee
chosen as finalists.

The New Zealand Painting and Printmaking Award 2021 entries will close on FeBrifamurare

still contemplating entering. This year we have over $26000 in prize money and the exhibitior
held in the Pavilion at HamiltoBardens. Our Judge, Dr. Ed Hanfling will be choosing the finalis
the Awards evening which is being held on April 8, 2022. This is a free event for all to come &
and enjoy an evening of light refreshments and a high standard of art. There willmges talk th
following day and a floor talk by the Print Council Aotearoa NZ. This is our main fundraiser fo
Society in the year so please come along, bring your friends and associates and support the
Society of Arts as much as you canisexhibition will be running from April613. If you would like
to volunteer as a docent and do a morning or afternoon slot, please contact the WSA office.
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Term 1 Classes - Starting from 14th February - 8 weeks

We have spaces available in the classes below. Enrol quick to secure your place. Students must be
vaccinated, mask wearing compulsory & 1 metre social distancing in place.
wsa.org.nz to enrol online

Monday

Drawing & Painting the Body - 9.30am-11.30am
Observational Drawing - 4pm - 6.15pm
Contemporary Watercolour - 6pm - 7.30pm

Oil Painting - 6.30pm - 8.30pm

Experimental Printmaking - 5.45pm - 8.15pm

Tuesday

Oil Painting - 9.30am-12pm

Experimental Printmaking 9.30am-12pm
Creative Writing 8-11 years - 4pm-5pm
Creative Writing 12-17 years -5.30pm-7pm
10-14 years Art -6pm-7.30pm

Exploring Art Techniques - 4pm-5.30pm

Wednesday

Observational Drawing - 9.30am-12pm

8-12 years Art -4pm-5.30pm

Advanced Drawing for 8-12 years -4pm-5.30pm
13-18 years Art - 4pm-6pm

Realistic Drawing Techniques - 6pm-7.30pm

Thursday

Untutored Open Art Class - 10am-12pm
Still Life Drawing - 10am-12pm

Acrylic Painting - 12.30pm-2.30pm
Exploring Art Techniques - 4pm-5.30pm
Colour Collision - 6.30pm-8.30pm

Life &/or Figure Drawing - 6.30pm-8.30pm

Friday

Art Taster - 9.30am-12pm

Colour Collision - 9.30am-12pm

Printed Pattern - 12.30pm-2.30pm

Create without Canvas 5-9 years - 4pm-5.30pm
Foundation Drawing 5-9 years - 4pm-5.30pm
8-12 year old Art - 4pm-5.30pm

Comic Design 5-8 years - 4pm-5.30pm

Saturday

5-9 years Art - 9.30am-11am
10-13 years Art - 9.30am-11am
Still Life & Portraiture - 12pm-2pm
Acrylic Painting - 2.30pm-4.30pm
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WSA History

We thought it would be nice to put little excerpts into our
monthly newsletter about the history of the WSA. The
excerpt below is from ‘Moves Afoot - A supplementary
history of the WSA 1983-2009' by Megan Lyon

The Waikato Society of Arts (WSA) has been a significant part of
Hamilton's cultural, historical and community make-up since it's
inception on 14th August 1934. This was the result of a public
meeting convened by two Hamilton artists, Ida Carey and Adeline
Younghusband and Dr ‘Tim’' Rogers, who believed the ‘arts should
be the heart of life of every town, as a vehicle for the expression
of humanity and morality’.

Part 12:
Conclusion of "Moves Afoot’ - A supplementary history of the WSA 1983-2009.

The WSA's contribution to the Waikato in this period is remarkable especially considering that in
many other cities art societies have declined and indeed in some cases disappeared. This longevity
can be attributed to the strength and energy of its members. Indeed Campbell Smith, at the opening
of The Action Front: 75 Years of Art from the Waikato Society of Arts exhibition, spoke of his involvement
with the WSA as being life changing and there is no doubt that this sentiment is echoed by other
members.

Although as an exhibiting organisation it currently lacks premises there is a clear desire to continue
to contribute to the artistic landscape of the Waikato. Current president Martha Simms, says the
reason that the WSA has endured for 75 years is because it has been responsive to the needs of
artists and always flexible to new ways of supporting arts in the community. Furthermore, in order to
continue supporting art and artists, WSA must continue to adapt to a changing economy, changed
artistic practice and continue to be responsive to the wishes of artists.

Tutor Art

One of our talented long term
tutors Haydn Rive has been busy
over the summer painting some
images of the WSA building and
views from one of the studios.
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Next Level Gallery

Gillian Bigham, 25 years: A Retrospective
3rd February - 16th February

Gillian Bigham is an experienced oil painter. She
attended the Wellington Polytechnic, enrolling in a
Commercial Art course during the late 1960s.
However, she soon discovered that a career in
commercial art was not what she wanted to do.
Over the years Gillian has illustrated for various
groups in magazines as well as painting and
drawing for her own pleasure. After moving from
Wellington to Auckland she had a farming lifestyle
for many years but still found time to paint.

In the 1980s, after moving to Hamilton, Gillian
joined the Waikato Society of Arts (WSA) and has
had several solo exhibitions over the years in
Wellington and Cambridge, also in Hamilton at the
Arts Post, the Framing Workshop, and the Wallace
Gallery.

Gillian is deeply grateful to Paul Judd who tutored her for several terms and who helped her to step
outside her comfort zone to discover her own way of expressing herself through her art. For more
than 25 years she has enjoyed being part of the Monday Group which she describes as being ‘an
untutored group of artists who each have their own way of working and who share a lot of input with
each other’!

Gillian was delighted to be able to put together these works as a retrospective showing the
development of her work as a figurative artist (with a twist) who enjoyed focusing on the narrative
and incidents that worked their way into her mind over 25 years.

Funnies .
" THE NEIGHBOUR TELLS : :
What i'm about to tell you is gonna change your r phggp{g%ﬁzisﬁg¢§&w HE'S LYING.
life forever. Are you really sure you want to know it? | VON‘T Evﬁ]
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Mavis & Co Rototuna - WSA Exhibition Space

25th January - 1st March

Currently exhibiting at Mavis and Co Rototuna is WSA tutor Caroline Peacocke. Titled
'‘Brushstrokes' the 6 works are striking. Make sure you pop in to view these and stop for
a coffee and something to eat. The selection of food is divine.
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Waiprint
WAIPRINT 2021 (postponed) now at ArtsPost through 7 February

On 13 January WAIPRINT 2021 finally opened with a convivial - albeit masked and socially distanced -
crowd of around 70, including artists, their families, friends and fans. The opening was shared by two
other exhibitors: Marnie White (paintings) and Anthony Davies (linocut prints).

In 2021 our Spring exhibitions were displaced by Covid and the temporary closure of ArtsPost. We
were able to rebook gallery space in Summer 2022, but could not join up WAIPRINT and the National
Youth Art Awards as per usual. WAIPRINT was also reduced from its usual two galleries to one.
Although we feature about the same number of printmakers as in past years, they were limited to
one work each or two small ones. Even with these constraints, the show looks great and
demonstrates a good range of techniques and themes. Our guest artist, Gemma Reid, holds one wall
with ‘Points of Viewing’, her intaglio collagraphs celebrating architecture in the Waikato.

On the weekend of 22/23 January, Gemma took a workshop in the WSA Print Rooms: ‘Print Outside
the Box'. Seven enthusiastic artists of varying printmaking experience tackled collagraph and
drypoint. Several pushed on through to the creation of a 3D, freestanding construction.

If you cannot manage to visit ArtsPost in person, please have a look at the exhibition online:
https://wsa.org.nz/exhibition/waiprint-2021-postponed/

Below are some images from the exhibition.

WAIPRINT

2021
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Waiprint Weekend Workshop

One of our talented tutors and printmakers ran a weekend workshop on 22nd & 23rd February.
Feedback was extremely positive with some stunning artworks created as you can see below.

'Print Outside the Box', WAIPRINT workshop, involved pushing print into three dimensions and was
suitable for both experienced printmakers and total newbies. They learnt how to make a collagraph
or drypoint print and then transformed it into a free-standing object.
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'My Adventures as an Artist' - 1 - by Haydn Rive

| went to one of the oldest, traditional High Schools in New
Zealand. Built of concrete and Oamaru stone as were
some of it's teachers. There we wore uniforms with caps.
Arriving there first day you were dunked in water, your cap
de-knobbed and generally had a miserable day.

They also had compulsory Military training. We were
issued with old WW1 uniforms and 303 Rifles on the
Mondays. My escape was to join the band where | quickly
picked up Tenor Horn. Sitting next to me was Sir William
Southgate not yet knighted.

| had a new red three speed bike which was
special in those days and a fair way to bike each
day from Mary Hill. | enjoyed the ride through the
reserve of Native bush.

| have to say here that it was in my early formative
years that | got excited, felt deeper about art and
nature than any other time. A lot of what has gone
on since then has been an attempt to capture
those early feelings.

We keep returning to the old wells where we are refreshed. One day | discovered | was no longer
on the reserve Hockey team list, nor was | in a roll call for afternoon's sport. A gift. | could slip away
to the pictures or visit the Dunedin public Art Gallery on my bike!

There | would soak up the marvelous art. | was
particularly taken by a picture of wet cows in a field.
Probably Scottish origin but wow, | could feel the
rain on their shiny black backs and soak up the
atmosphere.

Another was a silver vase. Close-up a tangle of
brush strokes, a jigsaw. But stepping back bit by bit,
it all fell together beautifully.

| thought it was magic.

To top my list for painted silver or gold would be Sir
William Nicholson, painter for the Queen, who also
gave Sir Winston Churchill some painting hints.

This “Gold Jug” (1937) 16" x 13" has fascinated me for
many a year.
No one has painted better.
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